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SUBJECT: APRIL 8 PRESS ON SADAT'S VISIT 

REF: CAIRO 5950 

1 . MORNING NEWSPAPERS APRIL 8 AGAIN DOMINATED BY SADAT VISIT 
WITH LARGE PHOTOS PRESIDENTIAL PARTY AT ANDREWS. THEMES 
REPORTED REFTEL CONTINUE, CHIEFLY PRESS CONSENSUS THAT 
VISIT, IN SADAT'S WORDS, " WAS COMPLETE SUCCESS.” 

2. OTHER POINTS HIGHLIGHTED: PARESIDENT’S "SATISFACTION" 

ON PALESTINIAN PROBLEM AFTER HIS TALKS WITH PRESIDENT CARTER; 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
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ISRAEL SHOULD WITHDRAW WITHIN MAXIMUM FRAMEWORK OF SIX 
MONTHS; PRESIDENT CARTER'S UNDERSTANDING AND PERSIST ANCE 
WILL LEAD TO CONCRETE RESULTS; US HAS MORAL OBLIGATION RE 
SECURITY OF EGYPT. PRESS AGAIN REPORTS SADAT STATEMENT THAT 
HE DID NOT MAKE OFFICIAL REQUEST FOR ARMS. IN 1977, SADAT 
"PREFERS STRESS PEACE” RATHER THAN ARMS. "NORMAL” RELATIONS 
CITED BY SADAT AS NATURAL RESULT OF A FINAL PEACE AGRF.E- 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


MENT. AKHBAR NOTES PRESIDENT SAID HE PERSONALLY HAS NOT 
OBIECTION TO EXCHANGE OF TRADE AND PEOPLE BUT THAT EGYPTIAN 
CITIZENRY NOT READY FOR THESE STEPS. 

3. COMMENT: WE NOTE INTEREST IN ISRAELI PRESS IN SADAT'S 
USE OF WORD "NORMAL". IERUSALEM POST. FOR EXAMPLE, CITES 
US OFFICIALS AS OBSERVING SADAT’S USE OF WORD "NORMAL- 
IZATION" IS SIGNIFICANT, SINCE HE HAS SPOKEN IN PAST ONLY 
ABOUT ENDING BELLIGERENCY (TEL AVIV 2451). THIS IS NOT 
STRICTLY CORRECT. 

4. SADAT REFERRED TO "NORMAL RELATIONS” (ARABIC: TABITYYA) 

IN FEB 12 IOINT PRESS CONFERENCE WITH GENSCHER. 

AS WE NOTED AT THE TIME, "TABFIYYA", IS STRONGER THAN USUAL 
ARABIC FOR "NORMAL" (I.E., "ADIYYA"), AND COULD IMPLY TILT 
TOWARD KIND OF PEACE ISRAEL WANTS (CAIRO 2654). HOWEVER, GIVEN 
SADAT'S 

CONTINUED PUBLIC DISMISSAL OF TRADE/DIPLOMATIC EXCHANGE 
"FOR THIS GENERATION," NEW EMPHASIS ON "NORMAL" RELATIONS 
MAY SIMPLY RELATE TO SUCH ISSUES AS ENDING BOYCOTT 
AND ALLOWING FREE PASSAGE ISRAELI SHIPS THROUGH CANAL. 
MATTHEWS 
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